
APPENDIX A
Special School Funding Bandings

Banding Description Severity Allocation

PMLD-1 Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties Level 
1

1 12,754

PMLD-2 Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties Level 
2

2 19,131

PMLD-3 Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties Level 
3

3 32,753

ASC-1 Autism Spectrum Condition Level 1 1 11,479
ASC-2 Autism Spectrum Condition Level 2 2 17,218
ASC-3 Autism Spectrum Condition Level 3 3 31,477
SLD-1 Severe Learning Difficulties Level 1 1 10,203
SLD-2 Severe Learning Difficulties Level 2 2 15,305
BESD-1 Behavioral, Emotional and Social Difficulties 

Level 1
1 9,566

BESD-2 Behavioral, Emotional and Social Difficulties 
Level 2

2 14,348

MLD-1 Moderate Learning Difficulties Level 1 1 5,102
MLD-2 Moderate Learning Difficulties Level 2 1 7,652

Summarised Banding Descriptions 

PMLD- Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties

Level 1
The pupil has PMLD and requires 1-1 support for their personal care and support for accessing 
learning.  A multi-disciplinary plan is required to ensure all the pupils needs are met.

Level 2
Due to complexity of needs e.g. blind, deaf, severe epilepsy, personal care needs the pupil may 
require 2-1 support for some of the day.

Level 3
Needs greater than Level 2

ASC- Autism Spectrum Condition 

Level 1
The pupil has been diagnosed with ASC.  The environment is resourced to meet need.  A plan 
around the child is used to ensure strategies and approaches are consistent at school and at 
home.  External agencies offer guidance on strategies to be implemented.

Level 2 
The pupil has additional needs that may warrant individual support for some of the day e.g 
challenging/high risk behaviour, medical needs.

Level 3
Needs greater than Level 2



SLD- Severe Learning Difficulties

Level 1
The pupil has been identified as having SLD.  The environment is resourced to facilitate effective 
communication.  There is also support to develop the pupils attention and concentration skills 
throughout the school day.  External agencies offer advice and frequent input to the teacher, 
teaching assistance and parents.

Level2 
The pupil has additional needs that may warrant individual support for some of the day e.g. specific 
care needs- tube feeding, medical needs- epilepsy and challenging/ high risk behaviour. 

BESD- Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 

Level1:
The pupil has been identified as having BESD that are impacting on their ability to learn.  They 
may also have an additional need e.g. MLD, speech and language needs.

Level 2:
The pupil has been identified as having BESD.  There is evidence that the need is long term and 
that a multi-agency approach is required. 

MLD  - Moderate Learning Difficulties

Level 1:
The pupil has been identified as having MLD and may require support from an external agency eg 
speech and language therapist.

Level 2:
The pupil has been identified as having MLD, a secondary category has also been recognised e.g. 
Specific language difficulty, behavioural difficulties, hearing impairment, visual impairment, physical 
difficulties or motor impairment.


